
Process for Agreeing to Rely on Another UC IRB and Points to Consider When 
Determining Which UC IRB Should Provide Review  (February 2009)

Principal Investigator at Reviewing Campus

Submits the Notice of Intent to Rely form with New Applications and 
Continuing Reviews to the Reviewing Campus IRB.

Reviewing Campus IRB

Conducts review, approves study, and sends IRB Approval 
Letter and Notice of Intent to Rely form to: 

1.) The Relying Campus IRB, and 

2.) The University of California, Office of the President 
(UCOP).

Relying Campus IRB

After receipt of the IRB Approval Letter and 
the Notice of Intent to Rely form:

1. ) Ensures Human Subjects Training is 
completed by all Key Personnel at the Relying 
Campus, and 

2.) Sends IRB Acknowledgment Letter to 
Relying Campus PI and UCOP.

Note: The Acknowledgment letter may be 
delayed if other approvals/regulatory 
requirements are not in place. 

UCOP

Receives the Notice of Intent to Rely 
Form, IRB Approval Letter, and the 
IRB Acknowledgment Letter and 
enters information into the Protocols 
Operating under the IRB Cooperation 
MOU database. 

Post Approval Event Reports 
(Adverse Event Reports, Protocol Violation/

Incident Reports)

Principal Investigator submits to the local campus 
where the event occurred. The campus that reviews 
the event and determines risk/benefit ratio for the 
overall study and required actions. 

Points to Consider When Determining Which UC IRB 
Should Provide Review

1. Location of the research (beyond recruitment)? Which 
institution has the most risk?  If research is taking place equally 
at two institutions then the lead PI should consult with his or her 
IRB to determine which location.  
 2. Where is the primary appt of the PI?
 3. What is the faculty status of the PI?
 4. Which institution is the prime grantee?
 5. Which IRB has the most expertise to review the study?
 6. Do faculty have joint UC appointments?
 7. Is the student in a joint UC program?  

http:/www.research.ucsf.edu/chr/Inst/MOU_flow-chart.pdf

Principal Investigator at Relying 
Campus

Can begin conducting human subjects 
research when the IRB 
Acknowledgment Letter is generated. 


